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innkeepers contending for the possession of a locality
which had formerly been public, and which that
excellent Emperor adjudged to the Christians.1 "We
feel that we have here the birthplace of an old
popular tradition of Christianity. Claudius, struck
by "the progress of foreign superstitions," thought
it an act of sound political conservatism to re-esta-
blish the haruspices. In a report made to the Senate,
he complained of the indifference of the age to good
discipline and the ancient usages of Italy. The
Senate invited the Pontiffs to inquire which of the
old practices it would be most advantageous to re-
establish. All went well, and men believed that
these respectable impostures were safe for all time
to come.

It was natural that the capital should have
heard the name of Christ some time before the
intermediate countries were evangelized, as a high
summit is lighted up when the valleys which lie
between it and the sun are yet dark. Borne was

1 Lamprldms, Vita Alex. Sever. 49. Conf. Anastasius EibL
Vitce Pontif. Rom. xvii (ed. Bianchini), taking note of the
observations of Platner.